Ekleen 5. Swoemmes, Deguaty Admministralor
UEDA-AMS-TM-NOP. Room 4475
Agsiop 0275, PO Box he456

Washingion D 2000 55

Docket # TDM-94-00-2: General Conuments.
Flease socepd the lollowing ooenmenis on the Proposed Organic Fule and enmler them into the official pecord,

[ stromgly believe thet the Proposed Crganiz Fule is pof compaibly o contistert with esisblished coganic principles |
request that the TISTA re-ianue & Progesed Organic Riale thal 15 hased on the begalities of the Ovganic Food Produciion
Act of 1950 and the recommendaions of the Nasonal Organic Standnsds Floard Al comenenie of tus frst Proposed
Orgenic Rulie sheshd remain part of the record for the rulemaioing process. Orgass: firming, tade and consamer growps
bave identified many problem sress in the Propesed Orgaste Rule. Wie ask thal vou prolect our strong crganic
Fiandards, [ have the following specific cosnments on the Proposed Crganic Rule,

Lo write g crodible svpamic rue the {1504 munt:

1. Fallow the recommendatioms of the Matioms] Organic Rtandards Roard which da refloct the will of the crganic
community Remtore sectsom 20154 of the Matinnal Orgarsc Standards Fleard's version of the Proposed Organic
Rishe [ variance langpaage .

i Prohikel nd sever allow the use of lnsnlids, kedreg imadintion or genctically engineered organiams i a
svstem of organs: production and Bandling.

3 Awoid pricing the small fond penducer and foad handler aul of the organic foods market | recommend Sat

4. Tefine organic agriculture as: A holistic prduction and markesing system (hat promotes and enhances the

agroecological heakth, inchuding Modiversity, nological cycles, and soil biclogical activity. [f emphasies the use

of mansgement practices m preference to the nse of off-farm inputs. This i accompdished by wsing culbanal,
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Require livesinck foed (o ruminanss and poultry be free of rendered animal products. Alse requive omly orgamic

fieed fed to organic livestack.

Rexquire that livestock have acceas 1o fresh air and the oubdacs.

Prohiket sstibictics, parsticides, synthetic amino acids and growth hormones in orgaadc Hvestock production.

(Crive the same suthority bo hoth scoredited State s Privaie conifcatim programs. Siale snd Prisnte certifleation

progrems shouldd he albowed o display their cernfication logo anywhere on the product,

Allerw sccredited certifiers to de-centify affenders who are trving 1o defrwod the Mationsl Organsc Program. As mn

accreditation agency the [TSTA mmst stay out of the de-certification hisses process.

1 Uphold the legal authority of the MOSH by prohubitisg the Secretary from adding exemptions for the use of
specific syndhetic substances o ihe Proposed Mational List submitied by the NOSE
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‘Orgunkc Food b & pantmerihip bedwesn the farmer and the conyemer. It is ot just an environmentsl abel, bui o
Inkel representing this unique partnership. In arder to hulld s consamer respected National Organic Program,
the USDA must join in this “partnership” and write & credible Proposed Organic Rule.
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Plesse review commenis lrom the Wedge Community Co-op, the Coubes Region Orpanic Production Pool
(CROPP), The Organic Trade Assaclation (OTA), the Independent Organic Inspecines Assaciation (TOIA), and
e Orgamic Muterisls Research Institute (OMEI: Thank you for reading my comment

Slmeerely,

Mamse/Bail i

Address

CltyiState/Thp Code.



